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Flreﬁghters lowered the boys from a
ledge where they were perched to a county
lifeguard boat from the nearby Santa Fe
‘Dam, Beran said. They were taken to the
north end of the quarry where Arcadia
paramedics transported them to Arcadia
Methodist Hospital shortly after 5 p.m., of
ficials said.

Jean Klrby, charge nurse at the hospital,
said that only one of the boys was admitied
for treatment. The boy suffered a possible
fracture to his right wrist, she said.

Dozens of neighbors gathered to watch
the dramatic rescue, many of them discuss-
ing the potential danger of the pit.

“The kids are not supposed to play there,
but they cut up from Durfee Avenue. We've
lived here more than 20 years and this has
happened quite often,” said Betty Boord,
who lives several houses down from the
quarry on Cherrylee.

“It's a place for kids to be enticed to
play. It’s just a big hole and they like to
play along the edge.”

Arcadia and the other went after him.
The boys apparently were playing with
another child beside the pit near the end of
Cherrylee Drive when they went over the
side for some reason, said Battalion Chief
John Beran of El Monte Fire Department.

Neighbors said that even though the
quarry is fenced off, the twins often walked
along the quarry on their way home from
nearby Durfee Elementary School.

“They play down there every day,” said
Michael Leu, a 12-year-old who knows the
boys. The twins’ mother asked that the
boys not be identified.

One of the twins apparently was part-
way down the steep, rocky side of the quar-
ry when he fell about 20 feet and broke his
wrist, Beran said. His twin brother went
after him, and the third boy ran to a near-
by house, where a neighbor called 911
about 4 p.m., Beran said.

An El Monte firefighter rappelled about
100 feet down to the boys to assess the
situation, said Capt. Ron King of El Monte
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El Monte twins look up as firemen and Los Angeles County.life-
guards shift them to a boat as they rescue the pair from a perilous
perch on the side of a water-filled Arcadia rock guarry Monday.



